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For numerous reasons our current university culture tends to lack encouragement of philosophical discussions bet-
ween students outside of regular class. This situation worsened during the Covid pandemic, which exacerbated a solitary
university lifestyle. That student’s voice (on the right) is echoed in the findings of Kiel Universities' own commission for
examinig the consequences of the pandemic on university life (BAMU), which show that online teaching in particu-
lar produced social isolation and lack of motivation in students. Furthermore it hindered students who started
their studies during the pandemic to develop a connection to their subject and university life as a whole in the first
place. Hence the pandemic and subsequent online teaching created a gap between students and university life,
which limits the space for real philosophical discussion on campus.®
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»INot having
anyone to talk to about the
stuff, or indeed about anything else
that maltters, 1s sometimes a sheer ago-
ny.1 lose all sense of my reality as a
thinker.”
— 1. Murdoch’'
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,» 10 be honest, the depth
of the discussions has decreased,
and I have also become more indifferent

about whether I partictpate or not.”
— a student’s voice during pandemic-
related online teaching®
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) To contend with this issue the teaching project "The Quartet" aims to revive philosophical discourse on campus. Inspired by "Metaphysical
202

Animals" four lecturers of Kiel University joined to create said teaching project. After they obtained financial support from the universities
fund for teaching innovation to finance the project they set out to plan their respective seminars and recruit a group of students who would
oversee the organization of the conference at the end of the semester. The fund also supports eight students in attending the Durham Con-
ference as guests. Finally funding from the philosophical seminar and again the fund for teaching innovation makes it possible for the stu-
dent quartet to attend the Durham conference as speakers presenting this very poster. All these efforts culminate in the student conference
in september where students will share and discuss their respective studies and make an example of how philosophical discourse can be

reinvigourated on university campuses.

We knew that if we
were to keep going we would
need to find a way to do philosophy
i a more engaged, creative and open
way. [ ... ] We were looking
Jfor a story that could

help us.*

4 CLASSES
starting with shared syllabus
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~G.E.M. ANSCOMBE

Dr. Julia MUller

Focus on:
Anscombe’s Moral Philosophy

.

~ PHILIPPA FOOT
PD Dr. David Lauer
Focus oN:

Foot‘s Naturalism and the Aristotelian
kTraolition

~MARY MIDGLEY
Moritz Riemann

Focus on:
Animals, Feminism, Artifical Intelligence
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june

2023

~ RIS MURDOCH
Heike Behnke

Focus oN:
Philosophy and Literature
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But he
[the human] is

twist.”

We make and
share pictures, stories, theories,
words, signs and artworks that help
us to navigate our lives together. These
creations are immensely powerful, because
they at once show us what is and was
the case, and at the same time
suggest new ways of going on.’

» VWARTIME QUARTET. CONFERENCE AT DURHAM

The conference provides diverse educa-
tional opportunities that serve as the
foundation for exchanging new research
findings and critical perspectives. As par-
ticipants, Durham offers an ideal plat-
form for building valuable networks and
stimulating the indispensable discourse
that fosters philosophical thinking. The
conference becomes a source of motiva-
tion and inspiration for aspiring scholars
who aim to shape their future careers.

alienated from his own nature,

from the natural world that is
his home and_from other humans.
For us, now, loneliness and
alienation have a distinctive

TEAMWORK ON THE [ ASKS

but different leaders for
each area of responsibility

KUBRA AVANAS ~
inviting keynote speakers and chairs
conference schedule
speaker/guest communication

coordination of student assistantsJ

SOIAN GRAP ~
room planning
presentation and event equipment
poster design f. Durham conference
evaluationJ

\

- NINA RIETHMULLER =~

hotel reservation f. keynote speakers
conference dinner

catering at conference
hire photographerJ

- MARKUS ROHLOFF ~

inviting keynote speakers and chairs
conference schedule
documentation/record
advertisement and promotionJ

— THE QUARTET: STUDENT CONFERENCE

"

september
2023

Y— ADDED VALUE FOR THE STUDENTS

Anscombe, Foot, Midgley, and Murdoch.

The main programme of this student conference at Kiel, Germany, is made of papers and speeches by students,
who participates in at least one ,Quartet”-class during summer lectures and therewith earn their credits. The
participants contribute their own scientific expertise in their respective fields and engage in stimulating deba-
tes. To round off the panels different philosophers of Kiel University doing the chairs and discussions. The confe-
rence is framed by four (international) keynote speakers sharing their expertise on each of the philosophers

drawing on the
knowledge acquired
during studies and
putting it into
practice

gaining insights
into practical research
expanding and refining
techniques of
scientific work
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Borcherding
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encouraging
skills in well-founded
research and structured
development of a
scientific lecture
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